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Dear Alumni, 

 We are proud to introduce 
the first edition of LEGACY, 
the new Immaculata-La Salle 
magazine specifically published 
with our esteemed alumni in 
mind.  We are happy to see 
many of you at homecoming of 
course, but we would still like 
to strengthen our relationship 
with each of you.  We are hop-
ing to improve communication, 
build bridges, and increase dia-
logue with our alumni through 
this new publication.
     

 Great things are happening at Immaculata-La Salle.  Some 
of the more notable achievements include advances in technology 
(we are the only Catholic school in the state of Florida to earn 
the “Apple Distinguished Educator” award), an enhanced athletics 
department, an enriched culture here within the school, and per-
haps most importantly, a highly appealing religious experience in 
a Catholic high school.  A simple glance at our swelling enrollment 
numbers would be a great indicator of this improved standing.  A 
commitment to the holistic development of the student, including a 
rigorous academic program, a well-rounded athletics program, and 
first rate Catholic education, has garnered the fine reputation we 
enjoy today among our feeder schools and the community at large.
ILS has created its STEM department in response to the nation-
al initiative to encourage students to pursue classes and careers 
in science, technology, engineering, and math.  In fact, we have 
included the art department in our STEM program, creating the 
“STEAM” department.  Lastly, and perhaps most notably, ILS has 
managed to build an award-winning technology program without 
compromising our Catholic identity.  
 
 Immaculata-La Salle High School is proud to announce 
the re-acquisition of the property immediately adjacent to the cam-
pus.  Previously, the property was used as a retreat house for many 
groups throughout the city.  It will continue to serve that purpose. 
Additionally, plans for the new property include construction of a 
new baseball diamond and a new soccer field, as well as renovat-
ing of the pavilion, kitchen, and residence halls.  

 With all of this new construction comes the possibility 
of naming rights for our donors.  The new pavilion, as well as 
the fields and the residence hall rooms will all be adorned with 
plaques commemorating the generous donations of the members 
of the Immaculata-La Salle family.

 Financial aid is a major need which we are trying to ad-
dress at Immaculata-La Salle with a new capital campaign begin-
ning next Fall.  These past few years have been financially chal-
lenging many families.  At ILS, we have a large portion of the 
student body receiving some sort of financial aid and we intend to 
continue this. However it will be challenging, and our hope is that 
with your continued generosity and support, these young men and 
women will look forward to a bright future as Immaculata-LaSalle 
graduates.

 Immaculata-La Salle is, above all else, a Catholic school 
molded in the tradition of Don Bosco, founder of the Salesian So-
ciety.  Our philosophy incorporates the three elements of reason, 
religion, and loving kindness so that the religious education of our 
students flourishes.  Our students embrace their Catholic educa-
tion, as agents of their own learning through campus ministry, 
family ministry, and retreats.  There will always be a demand for 
quality Catholic education.  ILS meets and exceeds that demand, 
as evidenced by our overwhelmingly popular religious retreats.  
Don Bosco taught “Faith and fun as one,” and we have embraced 
and modeled that approach.  Clearly it is working. Students rush to 
participate in our retreats, our charitable endeavors, and countless 
service projects.  

 Again, we would like to offer our thanks to all those who 
have contributed thus far.  We are blessed to have the support of 
parents, alumni, and community members from all over Miami.  
We look forward to and appreciate your continued support of the 
Immaculata-La Salle community in the coming years.  

Thank you and God bless.    

Sincerely,
 

Sister Kim Keraitis
Principal
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Immaculata-La Salle is proud to announce that we have been rec-
ognized by Apple as a “Distinguished Educator Program” for 

our efforts in implementing intelligent technology into the curricu-
lum at ILS.  We are the only Catholic school in the state of Florida 
to have earned such a distinction.

Technology is ever changing and we are committed to innova-
tions along the way.  In alignment with Immaculata-LaSalle High 
School’s overall mission and vision we, as facilitators of learn-
ing, believe that technology is a powerful tool that creates unique 
and relevant instructional experiences providing enriching, engag-

ing, and varied sensory engagements that ultimately enhance the 
learning process. We are committed to nurturing active, lifelong 
learners preparing them to be responsible, contributing members 
of society and global citizens who can use technology as a tool to 
help shape their lives and community. 

Immaculata-La Salle’s technology initiatives will provide pow-
erful resources, which will engage students in challenge-based 
meaningful learning encouraging them to analyze, collaborate, 
discover, and create. Preparing them to become responsible, Chris-
tian citizens of the digital world.

ILS RECOGNIZED BY
Apple for Use of the iPad



The Archdiocese of Miami was recently returned a large piece 
of property adjacent to Immaculata La Salle’s campus. We say 

“returned” because at one point in ILS’ history, this property was 
part of our campus.  Thankfully the ADOM was thoughtful enough 
to return this valuable space to ILS, and we intend to make good 
use of it.  

Demolition on part of the new property is already complete.  Three 
old buildings have been removed, clearing space for a new base-
ball diamond and a new soccer field.  Major renovations to other 
building on the property have already taken place, as well.  The 
Emmaus Retreat House has been completely renovated, includ-
ing an industrial-sized kitchen.  Twenty bedrooms and numerous 
bathrooms have also received a nice face-lift.  There is a residence 
hall on the property, housing priests from La Ermita, also located 

adjacent to La Salle.  The residence will stay right where it is, as 
will the “moon temple” located on the property.  There is also an 
outdoor gathering area suitable for class meetings, retreats, even 
celebrating Mass. A brand new awning has been built over that 
area.  

The additional space is welcome news for ILS, where expanding 
enrollment and growing sports programs have prompted a need 
for additional space. The new space also offers the Peer Ministry 
Team the opportunity to expand retreats and include more students 
and to invite other schools to experience Christ at the ever-popular 
ILS retreats. A special thank you going out to Mrs. Maria Haug-
land for over-seeing the multitude of contractors, Mr. Recinos for 
supervising the renovations, and of course to Sister Kim for mak-
ing it all happen. 

I L S  
CAMPUS E X P A N S I O N
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STEAM STEAM
One of the huge buzz words in education today isthe  

STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and    
        Mathematics) initiative. STEAM has been receiving 
an enormous amount of attention. 
Careers that heavily rely on STEAM education are 
growing much faster than any other career paths. 
  
Our society needs people with strong foundations in  
science, technology, engineering, art and math.  This should come 
as no surprise to anyone but the numbers are never-the-less thought-
provoking. According to the National Academy of Engineering, 
STEAM careers will grow at twice the rate of other types of  
employment over the next 5 years.

With reports like this, it’s no wonder that schools all over the 
country have rushed to add various STEAM courses to their  
curricula. And while Immaculata-La Salle understands this trend, 
the administration has taken a more balanced approach to the 
situation.  Adding STEAM classes is quite important, of course, 
but not at the expense of the holistic approach of developing aca-
demically strong and socially conscience students, while maintain-
ing and further cultivating a healthy Catholic identity.  

When the La Salle administration looked closely at the curricu-
lum, they discovered that STEAM skills were already being taught 
in classes ranging from the management of software in Sound 
Engineering courses, to computer aided drafting (CAD) skills in 

at Immaculata-La Salle High School in Miami, FL

New Branches 
for Solid Roots in 

STEAM 
Education

3D Animation student creating virtual project
Marine Science students engineering 
an underwater ROV
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STEAM STEAM
our 3D Animation class, to work with ROV’s (remote operated 
vehicles) in Marine Science, to the geometry and measurement 
skills necessary in our Costume Design classes. 

Challenging new courses have also been offered including 
Robotics, Computer Technology, Introduction to Engineering, 
and Emerging Technologies.  We have developed a STEAM 
concentration program, to accommodate the most ambitious of our 
STEAM students where they can exercise their science, math and 
tech skills in certain Arts classes along with traditional STEAM 
courses.  In addition, Immaculata-LaSalle is also the only Catholic 
high school in the state of Florida to be recognized as an Apple 
Distinguished Program of Education validating our dedication to a 
twenty first century education for ILS Students.

“Expanding our students’ scientific literacy is essential. Encour-
aging students to apply their scientific knowledge in real-life  
situations allows for truly meaningful learning experiences,”  
according to Rebecca Shaw, ILS Science Department Chair.   
Literacy, both academically and spiritually, is the prime objective 
of our faculty and administrators.  And while “Technology plays a 
major role in our lives, we must educate our students to be respon-
sible digital citizens,” says Federico Padovan, Executive Director, 
ILS Dept. of Technology and Development.  

The administration and faculty at Immaculata-La Salle are  
committed to sending our students fully prepared into the 21st 
Century with STEAM skills AND their Catholic identity in service 
to our faith, our community, and our world.  

“Technology plays a major role in our lives, 
we must educate our students to be responsible digital citizens” 

Federico Padovan 
Executive Director, ILS Dept. of Technology & Development

Video production student 
designing broadcast layout

Costume Design students learning the 
geometry of fabric patterns

Robotics students getting some critical 
advice from a competition judge
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!Last year, our ILS rookie robotics teams, Bosco’s Bots, drove 
the “little bot that could” up against stiff veteran competition 

at the FTC Robotics Tournament at Terra Institute in Kendall and 
earned a top five finish!  This team of ILS students has been work-
ing hard building and programming a robot with the speed and 
agility to complete a number of tasks at the competition.  ILS’ little 
robot competed in 6 meets, finishing first in 4 of them, and tied for 
first in another.  Other school’s teams were quite impressed with 
the ILS robot and were eager to partner up with our team.   

The next stop for Bosco’s Bots was the South Florida league of 
FTC Robotics at Western High School in Davie. There, the ILS 
team stormed their way to a second place finish, successfully win-

ning matches against strong veteran teams.  Programmer Pablo 
Garces and Driver Nick Suarez teamed up to lead ILS to an im-
pressive victory for such a young team.  This kids worked over 100 
hours on their robot with mentor and robotics teacher, Scott Givo-
netti, and volunteer mentor, Armando Rodriguez, who generously 
shared his support and engineering experience in every phase of 
the team’s development.  
 
Congratulations go out to programmer Pablo Garces, driver Nick 
Suarez, captain Jason Quiroga and of course the ILS Bot.  Special 
thanks to Scott Givonetti for moderating and navigating the Bosco 
Bots!

Bosco’s Bots Bash  
the Competition
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The Purple Heart Club’s goal is to support active and for-
mer U.S. Military servicemen and women; that means fun-

draisers for the Wounded Warriors Project, letter-writing cam-
paigns, supply drives, and trips to the local V.A. Hospital.  
2013-14 was a busy year for the Purple Heart Club.  They 
took 4 field trips to the Miami V.A. Hospital.  Sometimes, stu-
dents participated in wheel-chair basketball games with dis-
abled veterans.  Sometimes, students organized and threw 
parties (Thanksgiving and Christmas) for disabled veter-
ans.  But no matter what the occasion, La Salle students are 
eager to show their support for our U.S. Military Veterans. 
The Purple Heart Club also welcomed guest speakers to La Sal-
le this past year.  In November, in observation of Veterans’ day, 
La Salle students were treated to the first-hand stories of Ani-

bal Naranjo, member of the Brigade 2506, famous for the Bay 
of Pigs Invasion, as well as John Mele, 91 year-old retired Na-
val officer from World War II.  Both veterans discussed, first-
hand, their unique experiences of marching in Cuba during 
the Bay of Pigs, and sinking German submarines.  Some his-
tory lessons are much more profound and interesting when told 
by the actual people who were there, rather than in textbooks. 
 
This year the Purple Heart Club is already booked for Halloween, 
Thanksgiving, and Christmas parties for disabled veterans at the 
VA Hospital.  The club is also selling imitation dog tags that read, 
“God bless our troops.”  And of course they will be conducting 
charity drives to send some much needed supplies to our men and 
women in uniform serving in the middle east.

Anibal Naranjo, Veteran of the Bay of Pigs Invasion, with members of the Purple Heart Club

ILS’ Purple Heart Club Recognizes 
Bay of Pigs, WWII Veterans

ILS students in the Purple Heart Club with World war II veteran John Mele



its annual Sports Hall of Fame banquet, which was a resounding 
success.  La Salle’s own Coach Carmen Grosso was there to greet 
friends, old and new, and reminisce about great moments from the 
sports fields of La Salle High School.  Coach Grosso is ILS Direc-
tor of Alumni, but is also a minor celebrity around Miami football. 
He was a position coach at the University of Miami and won three 
national titles with the team.  Coach Grosso was also on Jimmy 
Johnson’s staff when he went to the Dallas Cowboys, and earned a 
Superbowl ring in 1994.  Of course none of this would have hap-
pened if Coach Grosso did not get his start as Head Football Coach 
at LaSalle from 1976 through 1979.

Joining Coach Grosso at the 2013 Sports Hall of Fame banquet 
were Sister Kim, of course, as well as Athletic Director Chris  
Crotty, Director of Technology Fredy Padovan, Head Football 
Coach Willie Trimmer, and former coaches Van Parsons, Wilbert 
Johnson, and Tony Caberallo.  The presenters had a very large 
task, literally, as they presided over the dedication of the 8-foot tall 
Bill Balanag Track and Field Records Board, which now adorns 
the walls of Don Bosco Arena. 
The 2013 Immaculata LaSalle Sports Hall of Fame inductees Coach Grosso introduces this year’s Hall of Fame Inductees

2013-2014 Sports 
Hall Of Fame 

Inductees



Immaculata-LaSalle has a growing reputation for developing 
college football talent at all three levels.  Just a few of our 

recent alumni and what they are up to: 
 
Sam Miller, class of 2010, played DB at FIU. Was on the practice 
squad for the Buffalo Bills, currently on an NFL developmental 
team. 
Alejandro Cardenas, class of 2014, playing DI football at Ford-
ham University. 
D’Andre Mickens, class of 2014, playing DIII football at Adrian 
College. 
Joey McCain, class of 2014, playing JV football at Jacksonville 
University. 
Sam Gervais, class of 2010, played DB at FIU. 
Allen Edwards, class of 2012, playing DE in Junior College in 
Dean, MA. 
T.J. Rios, class of 2012, playing LB at the DIII level in Adrian, 
MI. 
Isaiah Harvey, class of 2013, playing SS at the DIII level at Mi-
sericordia University in Dallas, PA.  
Jocelyn Borgella, class of 2011, playing DB at the DI level at 
Bethune-Cookman in Daytona Beach, FL. 
Moses Hernandez, class of 2003, played FB at level DI at Robert 
Morris in Pittsburgh, PA.      

ILS 
Alumni
FOOTBALL

included:
•	 Silvano Gonzalez, class of ’65 (football) 
•	 Pedro Martin, class of ’66 (basketball)
•	 Ramon Flores, class of ’67 (baseball)
•	 Grant Hobart, class of ’68 (football)
•	 Ruben Torres, class of ’68 (basketball)
•	 Tony Rodriguez, class of ’70 (football)
•	 Ricky De La Vega, class of ’72 (football)
•	 Chris Korge, class of ’73 (wrestling)
•	 Jorge Viego, class of ‘73 (football) 
•	 Chuck Lebess, class of ‘74 (football) 
•	 Raoul Hernandez, class of ‘74 (baseball) 
•	 Mario Fernandez, class of ‘75 (football) 
•	 Jorge formant, class of ‘75 (baseball) 
•	 Rodney Barreto, class of ‘76 (football) 
•	 Paul Wilkie, class of ‘76 (baseball) 
•	 Tim Brown, class of ‘77 (track) 
•	 Ervin Gonzalez, class of ‘78 (baseball) 
•	 Giovanna Stincer, class of ‘78 (volleyball) 
•	 Ken Lambert, class of ‘79 (football) 
•	 Marilyn Hardie Silva, class of ‘81 (softball) 
•	 Gilbert Beauperthy, class of ‘81 (football) 



Few things are more welcome during the Fall months than 
the return of football season.  For people of all ages, foot-

ball season brings the promise of new hope on the gridiron ev-
ery year.  Last year was no different for ILS football.  Head 
Coach Willie Trimmer was the returning Southern District’s 
Coach of the Year and the team returned most of their start-
ers for what promised to be a great year for ILS football.    
The Royal Lions turned in a 7-3 record, tying the best record in 
the school’s history.  More importantly, the Lions went 6-1 against 
Division foes.  Coach Trimmer’s defense was clearly the gem of 
the Southern District.  Then-seniors Andrew Pierce and Captain 
D’Andre Mickens led the team in tackles and assists, respectively.  
Mickens is now playing DIII ball at Adrian College.  Last year, 
as a junior, future superstar Terrill Hanks was such a force on the 
field that he was already being recruited by Division I schools…..
as a JUNIOR!  This year, Hanks is continuing his dominant play 
and has already committed to Division I Appalachian State.    
 
Offensively, the Lions were a 3 headed monster running the 
football, led by all-around superstar Manny Readon, who was 
responsible for over a quarter of the team’s offense.  Then-
senior quarterback Joey McCain was a major contributor both 

with his arm as well as with his legs running the football.  Mc-
Cain is now playing JV ball at Jacksonville University.  Alejan-
dro Cardenas, the Lions’ stellar punter and kicker, was a com-
plete one-man force on special teams, earning all-state honors.  
Cardenas was also an all-state goalie on the boys soccer team.  
Cardenas is currently kicking field goals for Fordham University. 
 
There were many outstanding victories for last year’s team, most 
notably beating rivals Ransom Everglades and Archbishop Cur-
ley.  The Royal Lions football team had a nail-biting, come-from-
behind victory over Westminster Academy contest in front of a 
stunned Westminster crowd during their own Homecoming cel-
ebration.  That victory catapulted ILS into the playoffs, where they 
eventually lost in the semi-final round.  Although the Royal Lion 
football team missed their ultimate goal of a District Champion-
ship, everyone should be happy with the way the season played 
out.  Considering how far this team has come in such a short period 
of time, clearly we can say La Salle football is heading in the right 
direction.  And most importantly, the Royal Lions destroyed the 
Ransom Raiders in the annual Battle of the Bay, keeping the brag-
ging rights for one more year. 

Varsity Football Matches

Best Win Total
Captain D’Andre “Stuff ‘Em” Mickens (#3), Montrel Thomas “The Train” (#8), and 

Pedro “The Punisher” Marquez (#57) converge for a tackle.
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Captain Manny Readon eludes the defense.

Ray Vazquez leads the celebration after a hard-fought win.

QB Joey McCain drops back for a pass.
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Cross Country is different from most other sports.  It is very 
challenging, both mentally and physically.  It takes a special 

kind of discipline and determination to simply put one foot in front 
of the other, and just run.  There are no time-outs, no cheerleaders, 
and no substitutions.  
 
Thankfully this year’s team has outstanding leadership in new Coach 
Tomas Cerdeiras.  Coach Tomas is an ILS alum who was a four-year 
varsity track sprinter as well as a two-year cross country runner.   
 
ILS has both boys’ and girls’ cross country teams, and the two 
squads travel and compete together.  The squads are loaded 
with young talent, as all runners are freshmen and sophomores, 
with the exception of 5 juniors and seniors.  The young runners 
are certainly leaving their mark!  So far, standout runners in-

clude freshmen Amanda Ruiz and Marianna Gonzalez, who has 
finished in the top ten in every race she has run, as well sopho-
mores Maria Muniz and Carolyn Galan. The boys are led by 
sophomores  Joseph Castellvi and Brando Mena, who recently 
finished in the top 15 in the prestigious Spanish River Invitational.   
 
The teams may be young, but that does not mean that expecta-
tions are not high!  ILS’ district is quite formidable, with the 
main competition coming from Gulliver, Ransom, St. Brendan’s 
and Carrollton.  After that the runners will be competing for top 
spots to attend Regionals in Titusville, FL, at the end of October.   
 
The team motto is, “Finish on empty!”  So you can bet they will be 
ready and leave it all out on the course.

Cross Country: Just the Beginning

Boys and girls cross country squads: just the beginning.
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Varsity Girl’s

Volleyball: District Champs

It was quite a run for the 2013-14 girls’ volleyball 

team.  Last year’s team, led by Coach Odette, was 

loaded with 12 seniors for a run to the District Finals.  

The 2013-14 Lady Lions did not disappoint.  Led by 

then-senior captains Erica Stoodley, Alexandra Echever-

ria, and Alexia Hirlemann, the Lions rolled through the 

district foes, beating rival Coral Shores twice (once on 

senior night, which was very special) on their way 

to the District Championship.  The 

Lady Lion volley-

ball team beat every district opponent they faced, in-

cluding Monsignor Pace in the championship game.   

Having graduated so many players, this year’s team is 

young but competitive.  In a very tough district with 

powerhouses like St. Bendan’s and Pace, the Lady 

Lions are carving out a new identity for themselves.  

Senior captain (also student body President) Stepha-

nie Marsellos, and junior captains Tina Escarra and 

Veronica Gomez are pushing this young team to 

their absolute potential.  District title or not, you 

can bet this team will be tough to beat every time 

they take the floor in Don Bosco Arena.
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The Peer Ministry class at Immaculata La Salle is quite a popu-
lar course. There are many students in the Peer Ministry class, 

and there is an even more students who attend regular retreats here 
at La Salle.  The retreats organized and run by the Peer Ministry 
Department have become enormously popular, evidenced by the 
hundreds of kids participating each year.  

The mission of Peer Ministry at ILS is to cultivate and maintain a 
Catholic identity among the students in the school.  The students 
who take the initiative to become peer ministers see themselves as 
modern-day disciples. They are in charge of nurturing the Catholic 
faith among their fellow students and leading through their words, 
actions, and their example. As a model, they always look to Don 
Bosco and try to exemplify his actions.  

We asked the members of the Peer Ministry team why they do 
what they do.  They responded by saying the reward is knowing 
that they have made a difference in the lives of others and that it is 
rewarding to see growth in others as they come to witness Christ. 
Some stated that the reward is the smile that they see on someone’s 
face when they finally open up and share for the first time at one 
of the retreats.

When we asked the peer ministry students what has made the re-
treats so popular, they responded with a quotation from Don Bos-
co: “Faith and fun as one!” The retreats that take place here, at La 
Salle, on the weekends have been so successful because kids do 
not just sit around and pray all day long (not that there is anything 
wrong with that.) But at these retreats, the students have fun!  They 
play games, they do exercises, they make it a very diverse spiri-

tual experience. There is no reason that La Salle students cannot 
grow their relationship with Christ and have a little fun at the same 
time.  One of the most important aspects of the retreats is that they 
provide a safe place to open up and talk. That is something that 
doesn’t happen very often for kids. 

The day-to-day activities of the peer ministry group include group 
reflections, personal preparation, and prayer. They also find it im-
portant to carry the mission all day, each day. The peer ministry 
group contributes in a very large way to the culture at La Salle. The 
Peer Ministry retreats have become so popular, that they have run 
into an interesting dilemma. They do not always have the space 
and the resources to accommodate all of the students that sign up. 
This is why the acquisition of the new property for our campus is 
so important to the Peer Ministry Department.  In addition to of-
fering more space for all of the activities, the new property means 
that the Peer Ministry team might be able to include other schools 
in their retreats. They will be able to increase the number of Peer 
Ministers on campus. In addition, they will be able to appreciate 
the joys of nature and the tranquil atmosphere that is La Salle’s 
campus.

In a world dominated by technology, screen time, and the sensa-
tionalism of 24-hour news media, it very much warms the heart 
to know that students at LaSalle volunteer to spend a weekend 
reflecting, praying, and actually opening up and talking with their 
peers.  All thanks to the Peer Ministry Department!

Peer Ministry: the Most Popular Course at ILS
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Wishing for a Wishbone

Over 500 families enjoyed a robust meal last Thanksgiv-
ing thanks to the Maria Garces Wishbone Project.  La Salle 

students and families rallied around the holiday spirit in order to 
stuff cardboard boxes with biscuits, gravy, cranberry sauce, stuff-
ing, potatoes, corn-on-the-cob, gravy, all the usual fixin’s, and, of 
course, gift-cards for turkeys. Other families enjoyed a Thanksgiv-
ing dinner with a more Latin flavor, receiving boxes filled with 
rice, red or black frijoles, garbanzo beans, yucca, veggies, and Vi-
enna sausages.  Needful families all over Miami were able to en-
joy a wonderful Thanksgiving feast as a direct result of the Maria 
Garces Wishbone project.  

The Wishbone Project is named after Maria Garces, a beloved 
faculty member (and La Salle mom) who passed away last year.  
Mrs. Garces headed up the project for the last few years before her 
passing.  Kudos this year go to Gabe Suarez, who spear-headed the 
project, with the help of his Honors American History class.  Maria 
De La Guardia began this magnificent project 17 years ago at ILS, 
and had her hand in the success of this project from Day 1.  A very 
big “Thank You” goes out to Gabe and Maria for their fine work 
on the Wishbone project.

ILS Students Learn to Work with 
their “Manos” in Nicaragua

Nine current ILS students made the long journey to Esteli, 
Nicaragua, to supply some much-needed manpower for the 

Salesian Sisters at the Sor Maria Romero’s Children’s Center.  The 
Salesian Sisters of Esteli run the children’s center much in the 
same way that Don Bosco ran his oratory.  The Children’s Center 
serves as an elementary school for students who cannot go to the 
public school because they cannot afford uniforms, are too old, 
or have learning or behavioral problems.  In addition, the center 
doubles as a soup kitchen during the day and a home for a number 
of children at night.  

The mission of the Manos group at ILS is to support the Salesian 
Sisters in Esteli with funds, supplies, and man-power…or, in this 
case, La Salle student-power. The annual trips have been taking 
place for 3 years now, and each year the La Salle group undertakes 
the job of updating part of the facility.  So far, they have restored a 
playground, built a sidewalk, and painted many of walls and ceil-
ings.  Of course it would not be a Salesian endeavor without some 
fun included!  The ILS kids and teachers also engage the children 
of Esteli with arts and crafts, projects, and even a carnival on the 
last day of their visit.  

The Manos project started 3 years ago, with former prin-
cipal Sister Pat Roche and 11 La Salle teachers. The 
group is co-moderated by Audra Obando and Rebec-
ca Shaw, and they deserve a lot of credit for sharing time,  
resources, and the Salesian spirit with the Sisters in Esteli,  
Nicaragua.  Special thanks also to Maria de la Guardia, Gabriel  
Suarez, Neil Kjeldsen, Ana Lourdes Garcia, Shana del Toro, Roger  
Obando, and Carmen Hoyos, all of whom were part of the original 
trip and continue to be supporters of the mission.     
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The ILS Drama Club and International Thespian Society are 
always busy.  Last year, the Drama Club produced two full 

length plays, The Odd Couple (Female Version) and The Boor, 
as well as a one act play called Once Upon a Mattress.  This was 
all in addition to the annual ILS Haunted House, hosted by the 
Drama Club. The International Thespian Society sent dozens of 
La Salle students to Thespian competitions for District Eight, 
competing against other high school students in Miami-Dade 
County.  Immaculata-La Salle has become fertile ground for seri-
ous acting talent, with current students distinguishing themselves 
on the stage, and with graduates working in the dramatic arts.  
 
In 2014, ILS sent a whopping 25 students to the District 8 Thes-
pian events, with nine events receiving a rating of “Excellent” 
and four events receiving a rating of “Superior,” which qualified 
our group to advance to Florida State Festival in March.  Supe-
rior recipients included then senior Analia Tamariz and current 
senior Izabella Felpetto for monologue, then seniors Lorena Es-
tevez and Erin Wilbanks for Duet Acting, and Gaby Garces for 
Costume Design. Erin Wilbanks and Lorena Estevez are current-
ly in the BFA program in Theater at New World College. Ana-
lia Tamariz is persuing a BA in Theater at Florida State Univer-
sity and Gaby Garces is studying Costume Design at SCAD. 
 
Theatre teacher and Director Margie Ricke, deserves a huge round 
of applause for everything drama-related at ILS.  She works long 
hours on the shows and deals with significant adversity; but as 
they say, the show must go on!  Also thanks goes out to stage-
hand, fix-it man, Scott Givonetti for keeping things together be-
hind the curtain.  This year, the ILS Drama Club will be produc-

ing You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown, a family musical based 
on the beloved Peanuts comic strip by Charles M. Schultz, from 
December 4th to 7th. Sing along with Charlie Brown, Lucy, 
Linus, Sally, Schroeder and, of course, Snoopy as they navigate 
the difficulties of growing up. Our second show is the Greek 
classic Antigone by Sophocles running April 21 to 23. We are 
reworking the classic and setting it in the era of the McCarthy 
Hearings. We hope to perform it outdoors at the Youth Center. 
We hope you come enjoy all the dramatic happenings here at ILS! 
 
Noteworthy Immaculata-La Salle Theater Alumni: 
 
Rachel Capote and Alex Machado: currently completing a 
Bachelor’s of Fine Art Degree in Theater at Florida Interna-
tional University.  Rachel also assists the Director here at ILS. 
Rachel is an invaluable part of our theater program at La Salle. 
 
Lianne Rodriguez: completed a Bachelor’s Degree of Fine 
Art in Musical Theater at Roosevelt University in Chica-
go. Lianne is currently working as an actress in Chicago. 
 
Dominique Noguera: working as a production assis-
tant on film and TV projects locally and nationwide. 
 
Liane Morejon: Channel 10 WPLG news reporter. 
 
Jasmine Cuesta: graduated from Florida State University with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Theater and was recently working in the San 
Francisco Area.

At ILS
Lots Of 
Drama

At ILS

Lots of Dram a

Lots of Drama  At ILS

The cast of The Odd Couple, starring Erin Willbanks and Lorena Estevez.
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Pro-Life Gives the Gift of Life

The Immaculata-La Salle Blood Drive has been sponsored by 
the Right to Life club.  Last year, ILS received recognition for 

collecting a total of 67 pints! Special thanks go out to Millie Bel-
tran and Anne Acosta, who have run the program for several years.   

You may know, there is a huge na-
tional shortage of blood, but 
La Salle has been doing 
what it can to help. The 
drive has had to over-
come obstacles.  We 
discovered, for exam-
ple, that many teenag-
ers are iron-deficient, 
which disqualifies 
them from donating.  
And we must remem-
ber, of course, that many 
people are just plain scared 
of needles.  So there are always 
Pro-Life volunteers available to hold hands, 
tell stories, or do whatever they can to assist with the comfort of 
the donors.   

Even with these challenges, the Pro-Life organizers were quick to 
point out that they benefitted from a large turnout from the male 
faculty members and staff.  In any case, it’s great to see members 
of the La Salle community rallying for a good cause, perhaps the 
best cause to share the gift of life. 

SALTT Program 
Honored by Basilica of the 

National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception

What an honor!  ILS’ SALTT program was one of five honor-
ees that won a trip to Washington, DC to receive recognition 

for their works of charity.  The Basilica of the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception invited each Diocese to submit one 

nomination of a high school student group engaged in char-
ity in action as demonstrated by their outstanding works of 
corporal and spiritual mercy.  

The Charity and Social Service Honors Program is a bien-
nial honors program that was established by the Basilica of 

the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in 2009 to 
honor charity in action as urged by Pope Benedict XVI to the 

youth of America.  Each Diocese was invited to submit a student-
produced video documenting their works corporal and spiritual 
mercy.  Sophia Valbuena, last year’s President of our SALTT club, 
along with Francis Mijares and Sophia Carrodeguas, narrated an 
outstanding video that won the contest for the ILS SALTT Club.  

Representatives of SALTT were honored at the Basilica in Wash-
ington, DC, on Saturday, March 29, 2014.  They enjoyed a week-
end of sightseeing in our nation’s capital, including a private tour 
of the Capitol Building and a private tour of the Basilica. The 
SALTT club is very active on our campus. They host a Hallow-
een festival called “Treats No Tricks” for underprivileged children 
of Miami.  They also work with the children of migrant workers, 
organize the Rice Bowl initiative, and run the Kids’ Day festival 
every year.  SALTT is an outstanding organization which truly 
teaches ILS students the value of service to others. Kudos to Maria 
de la Guardia and Gabe Suarez for running such a great club. 

bit.ly/salttvideo 
Photo above:

Faculty member Willian Nerris 
participates in the Right to Life’s blood drive.

Students from left to right: Sophia Carrodeguas, Sophia Valbuena, President of  SALTT club and Francis Mijares



Interview with
2013 Valedictorian 
Delfina 
Martinez-Pandiani 

The Legacy recently interviewed Delfina Martinez Pandi-
ani, ILS 2013 Valedictorian is currently in her first year at 

Harvard University.  In addition to gaining admission to Harvard, 
Delfina was also admitted to Yale, Dartmouth, Cornell, Villanova, 
Georgetown, Middlebury, Williams, Boston University, Univer-
sity of Miami, New College, and Fordham University.  She earned 
the prestigious Presidential Scholarship to both Villanova and 
University of Miami.  Delfina also earned scholarships and pack-
ages from nearly every school to which she applied.  Clearly, our 
LaSalle graduate was a highly coveted academic prospect.  

When asked about what classes she was taking, Delfina listed a re-
markably diverse selection of interesting and challenging courses.  
As a freshman, she was taking everything from Astrophysics, to 
Cell-based Chemistry, to Hebrew.  Her favorite class, however, 
is called “Move and Be Moved: 100 Years of Dance History in 
America,” where she is in a class of 10 students spending 3 hours 
doing movement exercises, and this is all before heading to a lec-
ture hall with 500 other students for her Chemistry and Biology 
classes. 

When asked about such a diverse group of classes, Delfina ex-
panded on her philosophy, “I believe that taking some risks is the 
essence of being happy and eventually successful.  I have always 
followed my gut and I think that taking these risks with such di-
verse classes is the best way to find something that I am most 
passionate about.”

“For example, I am not Jewish nor did I know anything about Is-

rael but I ended up taking Hebrew because of a gut feeling and 
eventually ended up receiving an almost fully-funded trip to Is-
rael during the coming Spring Break. I will be visiting Jerusalem, 
Tel Aviv, Haifa, a kibbutz, swimming in the Dead Sea and hiking. 
None of this would have happened if I had not taken a risk to take 
Hebrew and another risk applying to this program.”

We asked Delfina what the greatest challenge has been for her dur-
ing her freshman year at Harvard.  “I think the biggest challenge 
has been getting the right amount of sleep. You know how they say 
in college you can choose 2 out of 3 things: sleep, good grades, 
and a social life. I think I have been balancing quite well but at 
times it is very hard to get the right amount of sleep, specifically 
because I also have a job.”  In addition, a cold winter up in New 
England can be really hard for a Miami girl.  “Oh how I miss the 
Miami weather!”

When asked about her experience at La Salle, Delfina showered 
our school with praise.  “My experience at La Salle was truly in-
comparable. I think it struck the perfect balance between academic 
challenge, sense of community, and fun.”  She also credits Im-
maculata-La Salle for some of her personal growth, including the 
transformation  “from a shy girl with rudimentary English skills to 
someone who is passionate to learn, discuss and express herself.”

When we tried to get Delfina to spill the beans on who her favorite 
teacher was, she (very diplomatically) said, “I cannot choose a 
favorite teacher, or class, but I do have to say that I was positively 
impacted by so many teachers including but not limited to Mr. 

Delfina Martinez-Pandiani, Valedictorian of ILS class of 2013, at Harvard University.

continued on next page...
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Alumni on the Faculty Spotlights: Elena Capablanca & Fredy Padovan
There are a number of La Salle alumni who have returned to their second home for teaching careers.  No matter what the reason, it 
speaks volumes that approximately 15% of the current faculty is Immaculata-La Salle alumni. 
 Elena Capablanca, class of 2002

Ms. Capablanca currently teaches Graphic Arts at ILS 
and is the school’s Graphics and Media Coordinator. 
She also moderates La Salle’s Photography Club and 

Key Club. During her high school years Ms. 
 Capablanca held leadership posi-

tions in Key Club, she was also 
involved in the Art Club, Amnesty 
International, Pep Club,  served as a  
Eucharistic minister and choir mem-
ber.As a senior at ILS in 2002, Ms.  
Capablanca received the Florida Bright 

Futures Scholarship and attended  
Miami Dade College’s Honors  

Program. During her two years at MDC, 
she earned another scholarship to attend  

Florida Atlantic University where she graduated Magna 
Cum Laude, receiving two Bachelor of Fine Arts de-
grees: a BFA in Graphic Design and a BFA in 3D Art  
Animation. After graduation, Ms. Capablanca was con-
tacted by Sr. Teresa Gutierrez because ILS was in need of 
a Graphic Arts teacher.  Ms. Capablanca had previously 
created a website for the Salesians and her work was held 
in high regard.  Ms. Capablanca decided to teach her fa-
vorite subjects in her old high school.

Immaculata-La Salle is a wonderful place to come to 
work every day, and it’s a testament to ILS that many of 
the teachers who taught Ms. Capablanca are still here. 
Sister Teresa Gutierrez was her 9th grade religion teacher 
and Key Club advisor, and Mrs. Ana Lourdes Garcia 
taught her Math (Ms. Capablanca credits her with “see-
ing math differently and finding beauty in numbers”).  
Ms. Capablanca also had as teachers the dearly departed 
Ms. Buch and Mrs. Garces and she feels particularly for-

tunate to have them as a student and now know them as 
a colleague and friend. Mrs. Jane Harris was Ms. Capa-
blanca’s art teacher and the two were able to work along-
side each other in the ILS art department before Mrs. 
Harris retired. Dr Shane was also the dean at ILS when 
Capablanca was a student, although she seems to remem-
ber him being much scarier.  Luckily for Ms. Capablanca, 
she was never called to his office!

Fredy Padovan, class of 2003
Congratulations to Fredy Padovan, Ex-

ecutive Director for Advancement and 
Technology here at ILS.  Fredy was 
selected by the Secondary Schools 
Department and their Executive 
Committee as a recipient of the 
NCEA Catholic Secondary Schools 

Department Educational Excellence 
Award. Fredy was nominated by Dr. 

Donald Edwards, Associate Superintendent 
of Schools for the Archdiocese of Miami, and is one of 
six recipients who were selected. 
 
The award recognizes Fredy’s distinguished service to 
Catholic education and was presented to him during the 
annual Awards Luncheon and Business Meeting which 
took place during April, 2014 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylva-
nia.

Immaculata-La Salle High School is enjoying a fine rep-
utation as a place of innovation that brings meaningful 
technology into the classroom.  As a school, we owe a 
debt of gratitude to Fredy for playing a large role in mak-
ing that happen. 

Moya, Mrs. Munguia, Mr. K, Mr. Suarez and Mr. Hudson. Mr. 
Moya was truly a motivational force for me; he inspired me to 
join the debate team when I could hardly express myself in Eng-
lish, and with his constant support I was able to grow not only as 
a debater but also as a person.”  Delfina also thanked by name 
Ms. De la Guardia and Ms. Garmendia.  “I am endlessly thankful 
to the great La Salle teachers who taught both by words and by 
example.”

Regarding the culture at La Salle, Delfina had this to say: “La Salle 
really provides the opportunity for students to willfully challenge 
themselves and yet have the opportunity to relax due to the posi-
tive energy that floods the campus.”

It became clear, by listening to Delfina’s answers, that the Sale-
sian spirit at La Salle positively influenced her to become a kind 
and compassionate young woman.  Delfina expressed a desire to 
always contribute to the less fortunate among us.  “I want to dedi-
cate a couple years of my life to teaching underprivileged children 
either here in the United States or somewhere else in the world.”  

Delfina is not sure exactly what her future career path will be, but 
“all I know is that I want to share the knowledge I am gaining with 
the underprivileged. I want community service and social action to 
be part of my life, regardless of the field I choose to pursue.”  Don 
Bosco himself would be proud to hear those words.

We asked Delfina if she would share any advice with current La-
Salle students.  “If there was one thing I could say to La Salle stu-
dents it would be to be passionate. I think passion is the one quality 
that will lead you to wherever you wish to go. And passion entails 
hard work, effort, humility, and determination. This means stand-
ing up every time life knocks you down.”  Regarding a purpose in 
life: “It is important to do things for self-fulfillment, not as a way 
to gain revenge, or recognition, or fame, or money. Do whatever 
it is that makes you happy so that you can help others be happy as 
well.”  She concluded by stating, quite wisely, “Add value. What-
ever you do, add value.” Listening to Delfina, it’s easy to see why 
every outstanding university in America wanted her.  At various 
times she sounds like a CEO, a Salesian Sister, or a Head of State.  
We commend you, Delfina!In October, Immaculata-La Salle held 



A Good Samaritan 
Captures Touching 
Moment on Film

Al Diaz (Class of 1976)

You probably heard the story last year.  Westbound traffic was 
awful, as usual, on the Dolphin Expressway.  A panicked 

woman got out of her car, screaming, while holding a baby.  Pa-
mela Rauseo was hysterical because her nephew, Sebastian de la 
Cruz, had stopped breathing.  Rauseo began performing CPR on 
the young baby.  Thankfully, the story had a happy ending.  Baby 
Sebastian survived and has fully recuperated. 
 

What you may not know is that there were a 
couple fellow motorists who also got out of 
their cars to try and help on that day.  One of 
those good Samaritans was Al Diaz, Immac-
ulata-LaSalle alumnus, and photojournalist 
for the Miami Herald.  Al was the person who 
took the moving pictures of Pamela Rauseo 
performing CPR on baby Sebastian.  

But that was not all Al did.  He did not just 
take pictures.  Before that, he ran through the 

lanes on the highway seeking help.  He found Sweetwater police 
officer Amauris Bastidas, who rushed to the scene and assisted 
with the CPR.  Baby Sebastian actually stopped breathing a sec-
ond time. Finally the child was resuscitated.  For all we know, if it 
wasn’t for Al Diaz, the story may not have had a happy ending.    It 
was just good timing on Al’s part that he went for his camera when 
he did.  He caught very touching photographs of the baby being 
revived by his aunt as well as emergency responders.  

Al’s work has made a difference in people’s lives. In his own 
words:

“A still photograph can change the course of history, affect policy, 
raise awareness and cause leaders to act. And, in this case, maybe 
it can inspire others to become trained in CPR techniques – and to 
swiftly offer their assistance to those in dire need of it.”

We are thankful and proud to say that Al Diaz is an Immaculata-La 
Salle alumnus.  
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Alumni Spotlight 1969 
Julian Rodriguez

Immaculata-La Salle High School is proud to spotlight Mr.  
Julian Rodriguez, class of 1969.  Last year, Mr. Rodriguez was 

inducted into the ILS Sports Hall of Fame, celebrating his accom-
plishments as an athlete.  He was a three-sport athlete, competing 
in football, baseball, and basketball.  In addition to gaining admis-
sion to the ILS Sports Hall of Fame, Mr. Rodriguez also received 
the Don Bosco Outstanding Alumni Award in 2013.

Julian Rodriguez certainly exemplifies a model ILS graduate.  He 
went on to St. Thomas University, where he majored in Account-
ing and played 4 years on the baseball team.  He is a Certified 
Public Accountant here in Miami and also participates in annual 
ILS class reunions.  However what sets Mr. Rodriguez apart is 
that he, along with a handful of classmates from the class of 1969, 
voluntarily established a scholarship fund which pays tuition each 
year for a worthy Immaculata-La Salle student.  His sense of com-
munity, compassion, and generosity is wonderful.  

When we asked Mr. Rodriguez about his high school experience, 
he noted that his experience at ILS was the best four years of 
his life; outstanding praise for our school from a highly credible 
graduate.  In case you needed further evidence of his fondness 
for La Salle, Mr. Rodriguez even married a graduate of La Salle, 
Mrs. Ana Maria (Perez) Rodriguez, class of ’76.  Julian was quick 
to note that his wife was a Silver Knight Winner, a very presti-
gious award for academic achievement and community service in 
Miami, FL.  

It seems that academic achievement runs in the Rodriguez family.  
Mr. Rodriguez’ daughter, Annette, also won the esteemed Silver 
Knight Award.  Annette went on to become a principal at a private 
equity firm in New York.  And Mr. Rodriguez’ first son, Julian A. 
Rodriguez, was a manager with the big four accounting firm of 
KPMG, before joining his dad as the senior manager of their audit 
team. 

Immaculata-LaSalle would like to offer a sincere “Thank You” to 
Julian Rodriguez for his contributions to the ILS community.

ILS Alum Running  
for City Commissioner

Tony Diaz (ILS class 
of 2013) success-

fully ran for Class Presi-
dent in his freshman year.  
Then he did so again in 
his sophomore year, and 
yet again in his junior 
year, and finally in his 
senior year, once again, 
Tony Diaz was Presi-
dent of the entire student 
body.  It doesn’t take a 
genius to see the trend. 
 
It was no surprise to 
anyone at “the Lega-
cy” that Tony Diaz was 
looking at a successful career in politics.  What was surprising, 
was how quickly he did so.  Although he is only 20 years old, 
Mr. Diaz has made significant strides in his chosen career path. 
 
Tony was admitted to the University of Miami, Florida In-
ternational University, the University of Florida, and George 
Washington University in Washington, D.C.  Eventually, Tony 
decided on FIU, which offered him a full, comprehensive schol-
arship.  He is majoring in both Public Administration and Pub-
lic Relations, and thanks to Advanced Placement classes here 
in ILS, he will graduate in 2.5 years (with a double-major.) 
 
You might think that graduating in two and a half years with a dou-
ble-major would keep Tony busy, but somehow, he has found time 
to start his own campaign management company, called Lead Pub-
lic Relations.  Lead Public Relations has already worked with sev-
eral candidates for public office, and currently is working on Mr. 
Diaz’ own campaign.  Yes, you read that correctly; in addition to 
being a full-time double-major at FIU, and managing other people’s 
campaigns, Tony Diaz is running for Miami City Commissioner! 
 
Tony Diaz credits Immaculata-La Salle with much of his devel-
opment.  He said that ILS helped him “find his niche for public 
service.”  In addition, he said, “Between student government meet-
ings and AP classes, I learned the keys to balance, dedication, and 
service.”  When asked if he could offer any advice to current ILS 
students, he responded, “Explore.  You will enjoy the journey of 
life but only if you know where you are going.  Join clubs, go on 
trips, meet people, and exercise your talents.”

Julian and Ana Maria Rodriguez
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It has been said, quite accurately, that Dr. Luis Fernandez 
is “the epitome of the American dream.”  At a mere 7 

years of age, he was forced to flee Cuba with his family in 
order to avoid political persecution and the firing squads of 
Castro during the 1960’s.  Now a highly decorated physi-
cian, as well as a Brigadier General in the state of Texas, Dr. 
Fernandez clearly defines what it means to have lived the 
American dream.  

Dr. Fernandez graduated La Salle in 1976 and went on to 
complete his Pre-Medical studies at the University of Mi-
ami.  He received his medical degree from the Universidad 
Autonomoa de Guadalajara, known as “the Harvard of Latin 
America.”  Dr. Fernandez returned to the States, where he 
completed his post-graduate training at Loyola University’s 
medical school as well as the University of Illinois.  Dr. Fer-
nandez completed internships at numerous hospitals, includ-
ing the Trauma and Burn units of Kings County Hospital in 
New York, where he served as Chief Resident in General 
Surgery.  

Dr. Fernandez is nationally recognized as one of the fin-
est trauma surgeons in the United States of America.  Dr. 
Fernandez is Board Certified by the American Academy of 
Experts in Traumatic Stress, American Board of Surgery 
in Surgical Critical Care, American Academy of Experts 
in Traumatic Stress and Forensic Traumatology.  He has 
earned scores of awards for his magnificent work as a physi-
cian.  He holds memberships in 40 professional medical so-
cieties. Dr. Fernandez’s academic positions include: Clinical 
Assistant of Surgery and Family Practice at the University 
of Texas Health Center at Tyler, Adjunct Professor of Nurs-
ing and Medicine and Physician Preceptor at the University 
of Texas at Arlington and Clinical Professor of Surgery at 
the University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine.  Dr. 
Fernandez helped establish the Trinity Mother Frances Hos-
pital Critical Care’s trauma center in Tyler, TX.  He is now 
the chairman of Trinity Mother Frances Division of Trauma 
Surgery and Surgical Care Center.  In his time at Tyler’s 
Trinity Mother Frances Hospital, he has been directly in-
volved in caring for over 10,000 trauma patients whose lives 
were held in the balance.
Dr. Fernandez is a true American patriot.  After the terrorist 

attacks on 9/11, Dr. Fernandez joined an organization called 
the Texas State Medical Brigade, which provides military 
emergency response for public health emergencies or di-
sasters.  As a Commanding Officer, Dr. Fernandez ensured 
that victims of Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, Gustav, and Ike 
all received the medical care and shelter they so desperately 
needed.  

Dr. Fernandez’ accomplishments did not go unrecognized.  
He received commendation from the Governor of the State 
of Texas and the Texas State Guard Adjuvant General. Soon 
after, Dr. Fernandez was promoted to Brigadier General of 
the Texas State Guard Medical Brigade. 

Dr. Fernandez’s passion for the military is no coincidence. 
He comes from a long line of more than 200 years of Cu-
ban activists who rallied for independence from Spain. His 
great-great-grandfather was a commanding officer in the 
country’s fight for independence in late 1800s; and his great-
great-cousin, Perucho Figueredo, who also was active in the 
uprising, is famed for writing Cuba’s national anthem. 

The following is an excerpt from a speech that Dr. Fer-
nandez gave while accepting the prestigious Americanism 
Medal awarded to him by the Daughters of the American 
Revolution:

Our family left Cuba in 1965 seeking the freedom that my 
father had fought for …and lost, during the Cuban revolu-
tion against the dictatorship of General Fulgencio Batista. 
My father believed that a nation’s greatness comes from its 
people and their ability to seek out their own paths, to work 
to fulfill their dreams and aspirations safe from political, 
economic or military oppression.

My father believed in freedom and liberty. He believed in 
the dignity of man and the Divine Rights, given to us by Our 
Creator, which are inherent in our humanity.

He followed a familiar path. As his ancestors before him, 
who had fought and died to found the Cuban nation, he 
strived to preserve the principles upon which the Cuban Re-
public was founded. During the course of his struggle to 

Alumni Spotlight: 

An Example to Us All
Dr. Luis Fernandez, Class of 1976



help bring to the Cuban people the dream of a free and dem-
ocratic republic, he realized that the true goal of the Castro 
regime was to replace one form of dictatorship with a new 
and more oppressive system, communism.

He was a prominent surgeon who had saved many lives of 
those who had fought against Batista and was highly regard-
ed by many in the new regime.

He was offered a prominent leadership position in the Min-
istry of Health in the new government, a position which 
placed him among the new political elites and carried with 
it not a small measure of power and privilege.

Because he would not compromise his principles he re-
fused to serve in the Castro regime. This refusal was his 
death sentence. I recall ,as a seven year old boy, being held 
at gun point along with my mother, my brother and sister, 
as a member of Castro’s’ death squad broke into our home, 
searching for my father.

As he had enemies so he had friends. One was a high rank-
ing officer of the G2 Internal Security service; my father had 
successfully operated on this man who had suffered a life 
threatening gunshot wound, years before, in a jungle in the 
high Sierra Maestra. He contacted my father and said to him 

“You risked your life to save mine…I will return the favor.”

This individual allowed our family to leave Cuba, with noth-
ing but a change of clothing, never to return.
We travelled to Mexico, where we sought and were granted 
political asylum in the United States. A country that had no 
obligation to take us in, a country which offered, as a matter 
of course, those very things that we had been fighting for. 
A country which provides its people with the freedom to 
dream, and the liberty to make their dreams a reality.

My father and mother worked successfully to provide, us, 
their children with the fundamentals needed to become suc-
cessful and productive men and women, but to this day one 
of the proudest days of all of our lives was when we became 
naturalized citizens of the United States. The Fernandez 
family recognizes that it owes a great debt to this nation. 
One that we may never be able to truly repay…one that we 
will never forget.

We all have a duty and a responsibility to remember what 
it means to be Americans, to remember that the freedoms 
we enjoy are not free and have been paid for in blood and 
sacrifice. We must remember that our liberty continues to 
be preserved, for the many, by the few, who willingly put 
themselves in harm’s way and, if need be, are prepared to 
lay their lives down for this country.

Dr. Fernandez clearly exemplifies the qualities of generos-
ity, sacrifice, patriotism, loyalty, gratitude, selflessness, hard 
work, compassion, and gratitude.  He is a fine example for 
all of us.  We are proud to call him a La Salle alumnus.
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We would like to remember in a special way 
Sister Marie Therese Evrard, of the Sisters of Saint Joseph 

of St. Augustine, who recently passed.  Sister Marie Therese was 
Principal of Immaculata-La Salle in the late 1960’s through 1972, 
back when the school was called Immaculata Academy.  In addi-
tion to being our former principal, Sister Marie Therese held many 
positions for the dioceses of Miami, Orlando, Palm Beach, and 
of course St. Augustine, including Director of Catechetical Lead-
ership, Assistant Superintendent of the Diocese of St. Augustine, 
and Musical Director in several parishes. In addition, Sister Marie 
Therese started the Associate Program for the Sisters of Saint Jo-
seph.  

Sister Therese’s true passion was music.  Although she held many 
positions all over Florida, she was the choir director everywhere 
she went, including St. Lucie’s Parish in Port St. Lucie, St. Ed-
ward’s Parish in Palm Beach, Holy Family in Jacksonville, and 
most recently San Sebastian Parish in St. Augustine.  Sister Marie 
Therese directed children and adult choirs masterfully, bringing 
out the best from all who participated.

Sister Marie Therese was a profoundly joyous person.  People who 
were fortunate enough to work with her remember that Sister Ma-
rie Therese came into work every day singing Ave Maria at the top 

of her lungs.  And she didn’t just sing, either.  Sister Marie Therese 
was known to show up to birthday parties in costume, donning 
a wig, and singing show tunes.  She used her talents to produce 
plays, operettas, song fests, variety shows, celebrations, extrava-
ganzas and mega-productions, records, then tapes, and finally 
CD’s. She combined her music ministry with parish, diocesan, and 
community ministry while always finding a choir to direct.  She 
was a living example of how to find joy in everything she did.

Those people who knew her well say that Sister Marie Therese was 
“all business” when she needed to be, and that she never took “no” 
for an answer.  She was never afraid to take on any challenge, and 
she used her infectious charm to take care of whatever needed to 
be fixed.  Sister Marie Therese was fiercely true to her calling, and 
all those who knew her will be eternally grateful for her efforts.

Sister Marie Therese lived to be 88 years old. She was joyful in 
her vocation of the religious life, and she was an example to us 
all.  We are grateful that she shared her leadership with our school 
community.  Sister Marie Therese will be remembered fondly and 
she will be greatly missed.   

Honoring Sister Marie Therese Evrard 
of the Sisters of Saint Joseph of St. Augustine



Nancy Baretto Hogan 
Inducted to Hall of Fame on 50-Year Anniversary

Immaculata-La Salle was very proud to induct 
Nancy Barreto Hogan into the Hall of Fame, 

during the 50th anniversary of her graduation 
from ILS.  Nancy has demonstrated outstanding 
leadership skills in a variety of arenas and truly 
exemplifies the type of responsible citizenship 
that we try to cultivate in our students.  

Nancy has held numerous prestigious positions 
within the world of real estate, currently the Gen-
eral Manager of Avatar Real Estate Services, she 
has gained significant recognition in her profes-
sional endeavors.  She has won countless sales 
awards and has been one of the top realtors in the 
country for a career spanning several decades.   

As a direct result of her outstanding level of in-
tegrity, Nancy was continually requested to assist 
in the fight against real estate fraud here in the 
state of Florida.  She was personally appointed by 
then-Governor Jeb Bush as one of  seven Florida 
state Real Estate Commissioners,  during which 
time she was elected Chairman of the Commis-
sion.  Nancy also served as Chairman of Educa-
tion under Mayor Carlos Alvarez and headed up 
the mortgage fraud Task Force.  Nancy’s effec-
tiveness as a leader in these positions led to her 
becoming the first realtor in Miami to be asked 
to join the Department of Justice’s first Mortgage 
Fraud Summit held in 2010.

Exemplifying the Salesian spirit of generosity, 
Nancy is quite the humanitarian.  She has served 
on the board of directors for such worthy causes 
as the American Heart Association, the Salvation 
Army, and the Miami Kidney Walk.  

In addition to all of her professional positions and 
accolades, Nancy has enjoyed a fulfilling personal 
life as well.  Nancy has been happily married to 
her husband, Robert, a pilot, for 47 years.  Togeth-
er Nancy and Robert have two daughters (and two 
dogs!).  Nancy received the Mother of the Year 
Award by Beta Sigma Phi.  Clearly we can all take 
a lesson from our newest Hall of fame inductee, 
Nancy B. Hogan.  Congratulations, Nancy! 

2 6



2 7

Alumni 2014 List of Colleges
Immaculata-La Salle is proud to announce the list of colleges and universities to which last year’s seniors were admitted.  It is an 
impressive list, with several Ivy League schools represented. $11,107,820 in scholarship money was awarded to our graduates over 
the next four years. Congratulations to the ILS Guidance Department for a job well done.  
(College Freshmen acceptances for 2014-2015)

Academy of Art University
Adelphi University
Adrian College
The University of Alabama
American University
Appalachian State University
Arizona State University
Asbury University
Assumption College
Auburn University
Ave Maria University
Barry University
Belmont Abbey College
Bentley University
Bishop’s University
Boston University
California State University, Northridge
Case Western Reserve University
Catawba College
The Catholic University of America
University of Central Florida
Chapman University
Clark University
University of Colorado at Boulder
Colorado School of Mines
Colorado State University
Cornell University
Culver-Stockton College
University of Denver
DePaul University
Drexel University
Duquesne University
Eckerd College
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University. FL
Emerson College
Emmanuel College
Fairleigh Dickinson University
Flagler College
Florida Atlantic University
Florida Gulf Coast University
Florida International University
Florida School of the Arts
Florida State University
University of Florida

Fordham University
Georgetown University
Georgia Institute of Technology
Glenville State College
University of Hawaii at Manoa
Hofstra University
University of Illinois at Chicago
Ithaca College
John Cabot
Johnson & Wales University
University of Kansas
Knox College
La Salle University
Lasell College
Lenoir-Rhyne University
LIM College
Louisiana State University
Loyola Marymount University
Loyola University Chicago
Loyola University Maryland
Loyola University New Orleans
Lynn University
Manhattan College
Marist College
Marymount Manhattan College
Marymount University
University of Massachusetts, Boston
Mercyhurst University
Miami Dade College
Miami Dade- Honors College
Miami International University 
 -of Art & Design
University of Miami
University of Michigan
North Carolina State University
University of North Florida
Northeastern University 
University of Notre Dame
Nova Southeastern University
Pace University, New York City
Parsons The New School for Design
Pennsylvania State University, U.Park
University of Pennsylvania
Providence College

Purdue University 
Quinnipiac University
Regis College
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Rollins College
University of Saint Francis
Saint Leo University
Saint Louis University
Saint Michael’s College
Salve Regina University
University of San Francisco
Santa Clara University
Santa Fe College
Santa Monica College
Savannah College of Art and Design
School of Visual Arts
University of South Carolina
University of South Florida
Spring Hill College
St. Edward’s University
St. John’s University 
St. Thomas University
Stetson University
Stonehill College
Stony Brook University
Suffolk University
Syracuse University
Tallahassee Community College
The University of Tampa
Temple University
Texas Christian University
Tufts University
Valley Forge Military College
University of Vermont
Villanova University
Virginia Polytechnic Institute & 
 -State University
University of West Florida
West Virginia University
Wheaton College MA
Whittier College
Young Harris College
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ILS Music Teacher Earns 
“Best Musical Director”

Emmanuel Schvartzman, music teacher by day, and cel-
ebrated musical director by night, was recognized at the  

Carbonell Awards for his work on the musical In the Heights.  
Schvartzman was recognized as the Best Musical Director for this 
Latin-flavored Broadway hit produced by the Actors’ Playhouse of 
Coral Gables.    

Mr. Schvartzman did not simply wake up one day a celebrat-
ed musical director.  He has earned his position and recogni-
tion.  Mr. Schwartzman has both a Bachelor’s degree as well 
as a Master’s degree in Music with a concentration in Piano  
Performance, after having studied with world-renowned pia-
nist Kemal Gekic.  In addition to his position at ILS, Mr. Sch-
vartzman keeps busy as Musical Director for not only the  
Actors’ Playhouse, but also for different shows with different  
companies, and also for a number of cruise lines including  
Regent, Celebrity Cruises, and Royal Caribbean.  Mr. Schvartz-
man also contributes his talents as a staff member at Miami-Dade 
College and FIU.   

We asked Mr. Schvartzman to elaborate on what has made him so 
successful. Not surprisingly, his answers make us proud to have 
him on staff here at Immaculata-La Salle.  “I learned from a very 
young age how to manage time in a rehearsal setting,” he said, and 
stressed that “talent is about half the battle.”  He credited much of 
his success to being able to “…bring out the best in performers, 
making them feel comfortable, and exposing their greatness rather 
than their weakness.”  

Of course we had to ask Mr. Schvartzman to offer some advice 
for our students, “Train and learn and practice the discipline that it 
takes to make it as a professional.”  He also emphasized the impor-
tance of “being sure of what you want, and knowing how to get it, 
but never being afraid to be wrong or make a mistake.”  Mr. Sch-
vartzman also noted the value of acting with humility in all things.  

Bravo, Mr. Schvartzman.  Bravo!

ILS Alumni Association 
inducts the latest group 
into the Hall of Fame
On April 12, 2014, the cafeteria, A.K.A. the Bayshore Ballroom 

at Immaculata-La Salle was the setting for five alumni and 
two faculty members to be honored at the school’s Distinguished 
Alumni Association Hall of Fame dinner and induction ceremo-
ny which was generously sponsored by Total Bank and Baptist 
Health. 

The Brother Carl Shonk Distinguished Faculty Award was pre-
sented to Maria De La Guardia for tirelessly showing students that 
community is created when people come together and work with 
each other in the service of something greater than themselves. 

Also receiving the Distinguished Faculty Award was Sr. Teresa 
Gutierrez, a Salesian sister who has served the ILS community 
over two 6 year periods.  Sister Teresa has helped shaped not only 
the Theology Department, but also the overall spiritual and Sale-
sian identity of our campus. 

continued on the next page..
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The Saint John Bosco Alumni Award was presented to Laura Fabar 
Equels, class of 1973.  A successful lawyer, Fabar Equels’ practice 
areas include family, civil litigation and personal injury law. She 
is a graduate of UM Law, and a distinguished member of several 
BAR and legal associations. She has been recognized many times 
for her public service in the Miami community. 

Also being inducted to the Hall of Fame was Mary Cordero-Felpe-
to, class of 1986.  Mary has taken charge of many alumni respon-
sibilities and contributed to the outreach efforts of alumni here at 
ILS.  The parent of a recent graduate as well as a current Senior, 
Cordero-Felpeto is a constant supporter of every event at ILS. 

Nancy Barreto Hogan, class of 1964, was also inducted into the 
Hall of Fame.  An award-winning real estate executive with over 
30 years of experience, Barreto-Hogan is currently the general 
manager at Avatar Real Estate Services, a local luxury boutique 
firm and has served on the boards of several charitable organiza-
tions.  (See Alumni Spotlight article.)

The next Hall of Fame inductee was Philip Mudd, class of 1979.  
Mr. Mudd has had a long and storied career overseeing our na-
tion’s security, which begin in 1985 at the CIA. He is a published 

author and highly sought after speaker on international security 
and a recipient of numerous CIA awards & commendations. 

Ana Maria (Perez) Rodriguez, class of 1976, was also inducted 
into the Hall of Fame.  While at ILS, she graduated with honors, 
was student council president, was involved in many clubs and 
is probably one of a handful of students who has won the Silver 
Knight award for ILS.  As a lifelong teacher of math at several 
schools within the Archdiocese of Miami, Mrs. Perez-Rodriguez 
inspired many students to become educators themselves.  

The Order of the Royal Palm was awarded to the Founding Board 
for the Immaculata-La Salle Alumni Association.  This group of 
individuals came together and worked tirelessly in an effort to 
build the alumni association we now enjoy.  This was a very spe-
cial group of alumni who share a love for ILS, which collectively 
set the foundation for an alumni organization to establish continu-
ity for our rich history.

Congratulations to all the recipients and we hope to see more 
alumni at this year’s Hall of Fame induction ceremony. 
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WE ARE ILS
Join us for our Open House! November 2 at 11:30am

Pre-Register at www.ilsroyals.com



Advertise With Us!

All Ads are full color. Prices vary by size plus an 
additional charge if  a custom design is needed.

AD SIZES AVAILABLE:

Full Spread (11x17)...........................$900 
Full Page (8.5x11)..............................$550
Half Page (8.5x5.5)............................$275
Business Card (2x3.5).......................$150

CUSTOM DESIGN:

Full Spread    +$350 
Full Page        +$200
Half Page       +$135
Business Card +$75

CONTACT OUR SALES OFFICE TO 
BE IN THE WINTER ISSUE!

Lissette Elguezabal
Lissette.e@iLSRoyals.com

305.854.2334 ext.137

FOR DESIGNS & TO SUBMIT ADS:

Elena Capablanca 
ILS Graphics & Media Coordinator
elena.capablanca@iLSRoyals.com 

305.854.2334 ext.163



Dear Families, Alumni and Friends of 
Immaculata-La Salle,

This year we have embarked on a new and very ambi-
tious project. Our goal with “step into the spotlight” is 
to expand our arts program and have a place where our 
students can showcase their talents.  Accordingly, we 
wish to create a state of the art facility where our stu-
dents’ creativity can thrive. 

The arts program at Immaculata-La Salle plays an im-
perative role as part of our students’ education. Our 
stage has been the epicenter of many beautiful perfor-
mances and special events. It is one of our most im-
portant tools. It is now in desperate need of repair. The 
floors are decaying, the lights and sound system out-

dated, the curtain is worn and the backstage spaces can-
not accommodate the amount of students participating 
in our productions.

Our stage is used by our students for many  out-
standing performances and it has provided them with 
the very rewarding experience of being able to walk 
onto the stage and be recognized for their academic 
achievements. The utmost recognition would be those 
who have been an inspiration to the students to stand 
under our stage’s spotlights for so many years. We are 
committed to the challenge but we cannot do it alone. 
We need your support. You are part of the good we do. 

God Bless,
Sr. Kim Keratis, F.M.A. Principal

Current Stage Future Stage

Project Goal $500,000



Join the cast of supporters!
With some of these contributions to “Step into the Spotlight”, 

 a commemorative plaque will be part of our stage  as 
remembrance of your generosity.

STEP INTO THE SPOTLIGHT
ILS STAGE RESTORATION CAMPAIGN

Executive Producer
$250,000

Producers
$100,000

Assoc. Producers
$50,000

Directors
$25,000

Assoc. Directors
$10,000

Stage Managers
$5,000

Patrons
$2,500

Ensemble
$1000

For more information or to discuss
your giving please contact

Wendy Vargas
Director for Advancement

305-854-2334 x 142

T o  s u p p o r t  t h e  c a m p a i g n  j o i n  t h e  c a s t  o n l i n e  a t 

w w w . g i v e t o i l s . c o m



 

5 Diamond 
$250,000 

4 Diamond 
$100,000 

3 Diamond 
$50,000 

2 Diamond 
$10,000

1 Diamond 
$1,000
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Our Goal: $250,000 
For more information or to discuss your giving please contact

Wendy Vargas
Director for Advancement

305-854-2334 x 142
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THE LEGACY CONTINUES
IMMACULATA-LA SALLE HIGH SCHOOL 

3601 South Miami Avenue, Miami, Florida 33133 
www.iLSRoyals.com




